
As families across the country struggle with rising costs, energy-intensive industries like AI and 
data centers could drive household bills even higher if we do not act quickly to meet this rising 
demand. But not all households and businesses will be impacted equally. Energy policy choices 
are driving higher rate hikes and increasing risks of blackouts in the region overseen by PJM 
Interconnection, a Regional Transmission Organization which covers 67 million people across 13 
states and the District of Columbia.

PJM has failed to plan for future power needs, acting too slowly to integrate thousands of 
reliable energy projects, including solar, wind and battery storage. That is leading to higher costs 
compared to a state like Texas, whose grid operator, the Electric Reliability Council of Texas 
(ERCOT), has allowed the market to develop battery storage and renewable resources at a 
historic pace. 

By following Texas’ lead and allowing more renewable energy and battery storage resources to 
be built, PJM can prevent price spikes, avoid blackouts, and meet rising demand. Learn more at  
ReliableGrid.org.

What PJM can learn from ERCOT 
Built vs Blocked: 

ERCOT PJM

Energy added to the grid (2024) 19.2 GW 4.8 GW

New project approval timelines 1-2 years 8 years

Percentage of renewable energy 38% 7%

Amount of battery storage 15,712 MW 455 MW

Peak electricity demand prices (Summer 2025) $500-$700 $2,000

Risk of blackouts Low (<1%) Warnings of 
“periodic blackouts”

Utility Price Increases Year over Year  
in states with the most data centers 3.8%

15.8% (IL)
12% (OH)
13% (VA)

Households and Businesses served ~ 27 million ~ 67 million

http://ReliableGrid.org
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/11/14/data-centers-are-concentrated-in-these-states-heres-whats-happening-to-electricity-prices-.html

